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The two gentlemen of Verona. 


He is compleat in feature, and in minde, 
With all good grace, to grace a Gentleman. 

Z>#^. Bcfhrcw me fir, but if he make this good 
Heisas worthyfor an Emprefleloae, 
As meet to be an Emperors Councellor : 
Well, Sir : this Gentleman is come to mc 
With Commendation from great Potentates , 
And hcere he mcanes to fpend his time a while, 
I thinkc 'tis no vn-welcomenewestoyou. 

Val. Should I haue wifh'd a thing, i t had beene he* 

DhI^. Welcome him then according to his worth 
StlniaJ. fpcake to you,and you Sir Thnrio , 
For Valentine, I need not cite him to it, 
I will fend him hither to you prefently. 

Vd* This is the Gentleman 1 told your Ladifhip 
Had come along with me,but that his Miftreffc 
Did hold his eyes, lockt in her Chpftall lookes. 

Stl. Be-like that now (he hath enfranchised them 
Vpon fomc other pawne for fealty. 

Val m Nay fure,I thlnke (he holds them prifoners fiil. 

Sil. Nay then he flhould be blind.and being blind 
How could he fee his way to fecke out you ? 

VaL Why Lady,Loue hath twenty pane of eyes. 

Thur. They fay that Loue hath not an eye at all. 

Vd. To fee fuch Louers,7 W/0,.a3 your felfe, 
Vpon a homely obicft, Louc can winke. 

Sil. Haue done,haue done : here co nes $ gentleman. 

Vd. WelcomCjdeer Prothcus : Miftris, I befeech you 
Confirme his welcome,with fome fpcciall fauqn 

Sil. His worth is warrant for his welcome hcthcr, 
if this be he you oft haue wifn'd to hcare from. 

Vd. Miftris, it is : fweet Lady,cntertaine him 
To be my fellow-fcruant to your Ladifhip. 

5/7. Too low a Miftres for fo high a feruant. 

Pro. Not fo, fweet Lady,but too meanc a ieruant 
To hauealooke of fuch a worthy a Miftreffc. 

Val. Leaue off difcourlc of difabihtic : 
Svveet Lady,entenainc him for your Scruant. 

Pro. My dutic will I boaft of,nothing elfc. 

Stl. And dutie ncuer yet did want his mccd. 
Scruant,you are welcome to a wcrthleffc Miftreffc. 

Pro. He die on him that faies fo but your fclfc. 

Sil. That you are welcome ? 

Pro. Thatyouare worthlcffc. (you, 

Tkur. Madam,my Lord your father wold fpeak with 

Sil. I wait vpon his plcafurc : Ccme Sir Thurio, 
Goe with mc : once morc,i»tw Scruant welcome ; 
lie lcauc you to confer of home affaires, 
When you haue done, we lookc too heare from you. 

Pro. Wee'll both attend vpon your Ladifhip. 

Vd. Now tell me: how do al from whence you came? 

Pro.Youv frends arc wel,& haue the much comended. 

Vd. And how doe yours I 

Pro. I left them all in health. 

Vd. How does your Lady?& how thriues your loue? 

Vro. My talcs of Loue were wont to weary you, 
I know you ioy not in a Lbue-difcourfe. 

Vd. I Protbeu4 y but that life is alter'd now, 
I haue done pennance for contemning Louc, / 
Whofchigh empcrious thoughts hauepunifh'd mc 
With bitter fafts,with penitentiall grones, 
With nightly tcares,and daily hart-fore fighes, 
For in rcucngc of my contempt of louc, 
Louc hath chas'd fleepe from my enthralled eyes, 
And made them watchers of mine ownc hearts forrovy. 
O gentle Protbeuj, Loue's a mighty Lord, 


And hath fo humbled mc,as I confeffe 
There is no woe to his correction , 
Nor to his Seruicc,no fuch ioy on earth : 
Now,no difcourfc, except it be of loue: 
Now can I brcake my faft,dine,fup,and fleepe, 
Vpon the very naked name of Loue. 

Pro. Enough ; I read your fortune in your eye : 
Was this the ldoll,that you worlhip fo? 

Vd. EucnShe;andisflicnocaheaucnlySaint? 

Pro. No ; But flic is an earthly Paragon. 

Vd. Call her diuinc. 

Pro. I will not flatter her. 

Vd. O flatter mc: for Louc delights in praifes. 

Pro. When I was fick, you gauc mc bitter pils, 
And I muft minifter the like to you. 

Vd. 1 hen fpeakc the truth by her; if n©t diuinc, 
Yet let her be a principalitie, 
Soueraigne to all the Creatures on the earth. 

Pro. Except my Miftreffc. 

Vd. Swee; : except not any, 
FxLcpc thou wilt except againft my Loue. 

Pro. Haue I not reafon to prefer mine ownc ! 

Vd. And I will help thec to prefer her to: 
Shce (hall be dignified with this high honour, 
T o bcarc my Ladies trainc, left the bafc earth 
S hould from her vefture chance to ftealc a kiffc, 
And of fo great a fauor growing proud, 
Pifdainc to rootc the Sommer-fwelling flowrc, 
And make rough winter eucrlaftingly. 

Fro. Why Vdmtint. what Bragadifme is this t 

Vd Pardon mc (Prothcus) all I can is nothing, 
T< i hci,whofe worth,makc other worthies nothing; 
Slue i* alone. 

Pro Then let her alone. 

Vd. Not for the world : why man,(he is mine ownc, 
And I nch inhauing fuchalewell 
\s twenty Seas, if all their fand wcrepearle, 
The waccr,Ne£hr, and the Rocks pure gold. 
Forgiue me chat I doc not drcamc on thec, 
Became thoufecftme doatevpon my loue: 
My foolifh Riuall that her Father likes 
(Oncly for his poffeffions are fo huge) 
Is gone with her along, and I muft after, 
For Loue (thou know'ft is full of icaioufic.^ 

Pro. Butfhclouesyou? (howre, 

Vd. I,and we aic bctroathd : nay more, our mariage 
With all the cunning manner of our flight 
Determined of : how I muft climbe her window, 
The Ladder made of Cords, and all the means 
Plotted, and 'greed on for my happineffc. 
Good Prothetu goc with mc to my chamber , 
In thefc affaires to aid mc with thy counfaile. * 

Pro. Goe on before: I (hall enquire you forth: 
I muft vnto the Road,to dif-embarque 
Some ncceffaries, that I needs muft vfe, 
And then lie prefently attend you. 

Vd. Will you make haftc? txiU 

Pro, I will. 
Euen as one hcate, another hcatc expels , 
Or as one naile,by ftrcngth driucs our another* 
So the remembrance of my former Loue 
Is by a newer obieft quite forgotten , 
It is mine, or Valentines pr life? 
Her true perfe&ion, or my falfe tranfgreffion ? 
That makes me reafonleffc, to reafon thus ? 
Shec is fairc : and fo is Julia that I loue, 
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/That I did loue,for now my loue is th^tf 3, 

* WmchUk^VVaxenlm^ k 
Beares no impreffion of tbcthmg it vV*s.) 
Mc thin1«S*y -z>ale toVdentm^ cold f 
And that iWc him not islw font : 
O,butllbudhi,tadytoo-tootmi^ 
And that's the reafon I iouehirti to little. 
Hovj (hall I doatc on her with more aStlice , 
That thus without adaice begin to lone her > 

• Tis but her piaurc I h*uey et beheld; 
And that hath daziFd my reafons light : 
Butwhen s It6oke on her persons , 
There ts no reafon, -but I fhall be blmdc. 
If I cmchcclterr.v erring loue,'I will 3 

If not, to co^pifl^ her lie vfe my skill. 


Spec Vv 7 hy,thou whorfon Affe,thou miftak'ft mc, 
L*#, Why Foolc , I meant not thec , I meant thy 
Maftcr* 

Sfee. I tell thee, my Matter is become a hot Lbucr. 
L*». Why, I CjCll thec, I care not, though hce burnc 
^hTmfelfe in Louc. If thou wilt goc with mc to the Alc- 
houfe : ifnot, thou art an Hebrcw,a Icw,and not worth 
the name of a Chnftian. 
Spef. Why? 

lau. Becaufe thoii haft not fo rfauch charity in thee as 
to goc to the AlewithaChriftian Wilt thou goe > 
Spec, At thy fcruicc. 

Exeunt. 


'Exeunt. 


Sqena Quinta. 


tatter Speed d'xd Launce. 

Speed. LaH«ce,by mine honefty welcome to P^dua. 

Lam* Forfwcarenot thy ieifc, fweet youth, for i am 
not welcome. I reckon this a!waies,that a man is ncuer 
vndon till hec be hartg'd, nor ncuer welcome to a place , 
till fomc certainc (hot be paid,and the Hofteffc fay wel- 
come. 

Speed. Come-on you mad-cap : lie to the Ale-houfe 
with you prefently ; where, for one fhot of flue pence, 
thou fhalt haue fiue thoufand welcomes : But firha^ho w 
did thy Mafter part with Madam Mia ? 

La*. Marry after they cloas'd in carnctt, they parted 
very faircly in ieft. 

Spea But fliall (he marry him > 

hau. No. 

Spec. How thjn ? fhall he marry her? 

Lau % No, neither. 

Spee. What, are they broken? 

Lau* No; they are both as wholca$3fifh, 

Spee. Why then,how ftand* the matter with them ? 

Lau. Marry thus, when it ftands well with him, it 
ftands well with her. 

Spee. What an affe art thou,I vndcrftand thee not. 

Lau. What a blocke art thou, that thou canftnot? 
My ftaffe vndcrftands mc ? 

Spee. What thou faift? 

Lau. I,atid what I do too: lookc thccjle but Icane, 
and my ftaffe vnderftands me. 

Spee. It ftands vndcr thee indeed. 

Lau. Why,ftand-vnder: and vndcr-ftand is all one. 

Spee. Bur tell mc true, wil't be a match ? 

Lau. Askcmydogge, if he fay I, it will ; if hce fay 
no , it will : if hec fliakc his taile, and fay nothing it 

mm. * 3 z> 

Spec. The conclufion is then,that it will. 
Latt. Thou (halt neucr get fuch a fecrct from me, but 
by a parable. 

Spee. , Tiswel! thacIgetitfo: butL^^, how faift 
thou that that my mafter is become a notable Lou'cr ? 
Lam. I ncuer knew him othcrwife. 
Spee. Then how? 

L**. A notable Lubber : aschoureporteft him co 


Scosna Sexta. 


Enter Prothcus film. 

Pro. To lcauc my 1hUa\ (hall I be forfvvornc? 
T o louc h\tcSiluia\ fhall I be forfwornc? 
To wrong my friend, I (hall be much forfworne. 
And ev*n that Powre which gauc me firft my oath 
Prouokes me to this three-fold periurie. 
Louc bad mcc fwcare,and Louc bids me for-fwearc • 

0 fwect-fuggefting Loue, if thou haft frn'd. 
Teach mc(thy tempted fubie6i) to excufe it. 
At firft I did adore a twinkling Starrc, 

But now I worfhip a cdeftiall Sunnc : 
Vn-hecdfuU vowes may hecdfully be broken, 
Andhc wants wit, that wants rciolucd will, 
To lcarne his wit, ^exchange the bad for better; 
Fie,fie,vnreuercnd tongue, to call her bad, 
Whofc foucrcignty fo ofc thou haft preferd , 
With twenty thoufand foule-confirming oathes. 

1 cannot leaue to louc ; and yet I doe : 

But there I leaue to louc 5 wherc I (Kould loue. 

Mi* I loofc,and Valentine I loofe, 

If I kecpe them, I needs muft loofcm^ felfe 

If I loofc them, thus findc I by their loffc, 

fptrdcttinc, my fclfc; for Mia.Silui*. 

I co my felfe am dcci er then a friend, 

For Louc is ftill rnoft precious in it felfe, 

And5^r/4(witncfTcheaucn that made her fairc) 

Shewes IhUa but a fwarthy Ethiopc. 

I will forget that IhUa is aliuc , 

Rcmembring that ray Louc to her is dead. 

And V dentine He hold an Encmie , 

Ayming at Siluia as a fwecter friend. 

I cannot now proueconftant to my felfe, 

Without fomc treachery Vs'dto Vdcntine. 

This night he mcancth with a Cordcd-laddcr 

To climbe ccleftiall Silvia's chamber window , 

My felfe in counfailc his competitor.., 

Now prefently He giuc her father notice 

Of their difguifing and pretended flight : 

Who ( all inrag'd) willhnmQt ydentme: 

For Thnrio he intends (hall wed his daughter , 

But Valentine being gon, He quickcly creffc 

By fomc (lie tricke,6lunt Thurso's dull proceeding. 

Lone lend me wings, to make my purpofe fwifc 

As thou haft lent roe wit, to plot this drift. 

Exit. 





